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FACULTY SENATE MINUTES 
Special Called Meeting – Renaming Select UNA Buildings 

June 30, 2020 
  

Call to order:  
A special meeting of the University of North Alabama’s Faculty Senate convened via Zoom Video 
Conferencing at 3:30pm with President Williams presiding. 
 
I.  Proxies 
 
Jesse Prince-Lubaway for Jessica Stovall (Department of Mathematics) and Brent Olive for Frank Diaz 
(Department of Chemistry and Industrial Hygiene). 
 
Members in attendance 
 
Lori Alford, Rae Atencio, Aaron Benson, Lisa Ann Blankenship, Tabitha Blasingame, Tim Butler, 
Cory Cagle, Justin Carter, Stephanie Clark, Lisa Clayton, Sarah Franklin, Ravi Collapalli, Betsy Heckert,  
John Hodges, Scott Infanger, Christopher Klein, Ian Loeppky, Thomas Lukowicz, Jennifer Maddox, 
Janna Malone, John McGee, Janet McMullen, Prema Monteiro, Eric O’Neal, Katie Owens-Murphy, 
Gary Padgett, Cheryl Price, Jason Price, Chris Purser, Ansley Quiros, Craig Robertson, Sunhui Sim, 
Michael Stocz, Kevin Stoltz, Jillian Stupiansky, Alex Takeuchi, Mark Terwilliger, Brian Thompson. 
Jason Watson, Laura Williams, Pete Williams, and Gretchen Windt. 
 
Members not in attendance (without proxy) 
 
Trudy Abel (Department of Elementary Education), Eric O’Neal (Department of Kinesiology), and 
Terry Richardson (Department of Biology) 
 
II.  Approval of agenda 
 
President Williams requested a modification to the June 30th meeting agenda to add a discussion of the 
UNA Covid Recovery Guide Report to section VIII.  Information Items (new part B). 
 
Senator Robertson moved to accept the modified agenda.  Senator Purser seconded the motion.  The 
modified meeting agenda was approved.  
 
III.  Approval of the Minutes 
 
There were no minutes for approval as the last Faculty Senate meeting involved elections. 
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IV.  Remarks from Faculty Senate President Laura Williams 
 
President Williams began by thanking the Senate membership for attending this special called meeting.   
 
She then discussed the recent death of UNA’s mascot Una and asked that the community keep Ms. 
Anne Howard and Mr. Dan Howard in their thoughts given the level of care they selflessly provided 
to both Una and Leo. 
 
President Williams went on to thank the following faculty for their work in producing the “Resolution 
in Support of Building Name Changes on the University Campus”:  Dr. Jeffrey Bibbee, Dr. Brian 
Dempsey, Dr. Ansley Quiros, Dr. Lynne Rieff, and Dr. Matthew Schoenbachler. 
 
President Williams then relayed to the Senate some information from President Kitts regarding the 
internal process related to the building name change resolution: 
 
1. Staff Senate and SGA have approved similar resolutions. 
2. If Faculty Senate approves its resolution, it is to be signed by President Williams. 
3. The three resolutions would then go to President Kitts who, in his role of Secretary to the UNA 
Board of Trustees, would present them to the Board. 
4. The Board of Trustees receives the resolutions as recommendations. 
5. The Board of Trustees meets again in September, 2020. 
 
V. Committee Reports 
 
There were no committee reports.  Committee reports will be presented at the next regular business 
meeting of the Faculty Senate (Sept. 10, 2020). 
 
VI.  Old Business 
 
None 
 
VII.  New Business 
 
A.  Consideration of joint resolution concerning the renaming of buildings on UNA Campus. 
 
(See Appendix A) 
 
Senator Robertson made a motion to discuss the resolution.  Senator Franklin seconded the motion. 
 
Initial comments in favor of the resolution were expressed by senators representing several academic 
departments.  Some additional comments concerned the overall legality and liability of actions 
stemming from approval of the resolution, the idea that although legal issues are present the university 
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community must move forward with the renaming initiative, the involvement of minority faculty, staff, 
and students involved in the process of developing the resolution, and the idea that all namesakes 
likely have questionable elements associated with their biographies. 
 
Senator Infanger called for the question and a vote.  Senator Owens-Murphy seconded the motion. 
 
A vote was taken on the Resolution in Support of Building Name Changes on the University Campus.  
38 votes were in favor of the resolution.  One vote was cast in opposition to the resolution and two 
votes were recorded as abstentions. 
 
The resolution was approved.  President Williams will sign the resolution and forward it to President 
Kitts. 
 
VIII. Information Items 
 
A. First regularly scheduled faculty senate meeting on September 10, 2020 
 
B. Covid Recovery Guide Report 
 
(See Appendix B) 
 
President Williams stated that she and Senate Executive Committee had received concerns regarding 
the University’s COVID-19 Recovery Guidance Plan (released June 26th).  The Senate Executive 
Committee wants to create a survey that provides senators and faculty an opportunity to express their 
concerns.  Ideally, concerns/issues can be raised and sent to President Williams by July 7th. 
 
IX. Adjourn 
 
Senator Robertson moved to adjourn the special called meeting UNA’s Faculty Senate.  Senator 
Williams seconded the motion. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:11pm. 
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