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FACULTY SENATE MINUTES 
September 6, 2018 

  
I.  Call to order:  A regular meeting of the Faculty Senate of the University of North Alabama was 
held in room 330 of the University Commons on September 6, 2018.  The meeting convened at 
3:30pm. with President Scott Infanger presiding. 
 
II.  Proxies: President Infanger recognized the following proxies: Jeremy Stafford for Wes 
Davenport (Department of Management and Marketing), Keith Jones for Corey Cagle (Department 
of Accounting and Business Law) and Cheryl Price for Alaina Reid (Department of English). 
 
Members in attendance: Rae Atencio, Tabitha Blasingame, Chandler Bridges, David Brommer, 
Tim Butler, Lisa Clayton, Amanda Coffman, Wes Davenport, Sarah Franklin, Ravi Gollapalli, Leah 
Graham, Felecia Harris, John Hodges, Scott Infanger, Ian Loeppky, Thomas Lukowicz, Glenn 
Marvin, John McGee, Rachel McKelvey, Janet McMullen, Prema Monteiro, Katie Owens-Murphy, 
Ansley Quiros, Lee Renfroe, Terry Richardson, Craig Robertson, Leigh Stanfield, Jessica Stovall, 
Jillian Stupiansky, Alexander Takeuchi, Mark Terwilliger, Brian Thompson, Karen Townsend, Jason 
Watson, Laura Williams, Pete Williams, Tammy Winner, Rachel Winston and Ryan Zayac.  President 
Kitts was also in attendance. 
 
Members not in attendance (without proxy):  Suzanne Duvall (Department of Art) 
 
III.  Approval of agenda:  Faculty Senate President Infanger asked for a motion to approve the 
agenda for the September 6th meeting.  Senator Stovall moved for approval of the agenda and 
Senator Zayac seconded.  The agenda was unanimously approved. 
 
IV.  Approval of minutes: Senator Harris moved approval of the minutes from the May 3rd Special 
Session  and Senator Renfroe seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
V.  Remarks from President Kitts:  President Kitts began with a congratulatory announcement on 
behalf of Dr. Alexander’s family on the birth of their daughter.  He then addressed fall semester 
enrollments and mentioned that preliminary numbers of 7,512 students suggest that this semester’s 
enrollments would exceed the old record set in 2016 and end up near 7,600 when all students are 
counted.  Census date for enrollment data is October 31st.   
 
President Kitts talked briefly about the Faculty-Staff Wellness Center in Flowers Hall and concerns 
that this facility may be moved out of its current location.  The President said there are no current 
plans to do anything with that space but if this changes there will be discussion. 
 
He proceeded to discuss budgetary matters related to state funding and Project 208.  Despite 
increased funding for the upcoming fiscal year, UNA’s historical average allocation remains far 
below that received by other state schools.  The university intends to be strategic in increasing 
awareness of UNA’s needs by inviting lawmakers to campus so they may see what our needs are 
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(e.g., Alabama Speaker of the House Mac McCutcheon will be the December commencement 
speaker).   
 
President Kitts also addressed comments he has received related to speakers invited to campus.  He 
noted that college campuses should have a variety of speakers representing different points of view 
on a number of current issues.   
 
President Kitts concluded by noting the successes so far of UNA athletics in Division I competition. 
 
VI.  Committee Reports: 
 

Faculty Attitude Survey Committee:  Senator Robertson reported on behalf of the 
committee and noted that the final report from the 2018 Faculty Attitude Survey will be in 
the hands of Faculty Senate by its next meeting. 

 
VII.  New Business: 
 

A. Election of faculty to fill recent Shared Governance committee Vacancies. 
 
1. Research Committee (Faculty-at-large) to finish term ending 2020. 
 
Dr. Jared Painter was nominated to serve on the Research Committee.  As there were no  

 other nominations, he was elected by acclamation. 
 
2. Strategic Planning and Budget Study Committee (Faculty-at-large) to finish term ending  

 2019. 
 
Senator Felicia Harris was nominated to serve on the Strategic Planning and Budget Study  

 Committee.  As there were no other nominations, she was elected by acclamation. 
 
3. Technologies Advisory Committee (Library faculty) to finish term ending 2020. 
 
Ms. Jennifer Maddox was nominated to serve on the Technologies Advisory Committee.  As  

 there were no other nominations, she was elected by acclamation. 
 
4. Faculty Senate representative to D1 Transition Team. 

 
 Senator Jillian Stupiansky was nominated to serve on the D1 Transition Team.  As there  
 were no other nomination, she was elected by acclamation. 

 
B. Proposed Revision of Faculty Handbook Section 3.16.1 (CV Submission Deadline) 
 
The proposal addressed changing the due dates for updated curriculum vitae and meeting  

 dates for faculty and department chairs to discuss faculty professional goals/faculty  
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 performance report.  Dates were to be changed from May 15 to April 15 (see Appendix A,  
 pp. 5-8). 

 
As a matter of procedure, it was mentioned that new business is not to be addressed by  

 Faculty Senate at the current meeting.  Senator Richardson moved that the proposal be taken  
 up for consideration at the Sept. 6th meeting.  Senator Zayac seconded the motion. 

 
After brief discussion Senator Watson motioned to approve the proposal.  Senator Renfroe  

 seconded the motion. 
 
The motion to approve the proposal was passed. 
 
C. Proposed Revision to UNA Grading Scale 
 
The proposed revision to the grading scale adjusts quality points associated with letter grades  

 as follows:  A+ and A = 4.0, A- = 3.7, B+ = 3.3, B = 3.0, B- = 2.7, C+ = 2.3, C = 2.0, C- =  
 1.7, D+ = 1.3, D = 1.0, F = 0.0  (See Appendix A, pp. 9-11) 

 
Senator Loeppky moved that the proposal be taken up for consideration at the Sept. 6th  

 meeting.  Senator Monteiro seconded the motion. 
 
Debate concerning this proposal was extensive with questions and concerns being raised  

 that addressed the overall justification/need for this change, how such a change might affect  
 scholarship recipients, and student entrance into specific programs.  Additional comments  
 were made defining the proposal as premature and in need of additional research from peer  
 institutions to assess the overall effect of the new grading scale on students. 

 
Senator Richardson moved to postpone a vote on this proposal to Dec. 6th, 2018 so 
additional research could be conducted in the interim.  Senator Williams seconded the  
motion. 
 
The motion to postpone a vote on this proposal was passed. 
 
Related to the proposal, Senator Owens-Murphy made a motion to send the proposal to the  

 Academic Affairs Committee for additional study.  Senator Franklin seconded the motion. 
 

The motion was passed. 
 
VIII.  Information Items 
 
 A. New Faculty Senator orientation:  October 4th at 3:00pm in the Gunn-Commons  
 Lecture Hall (room 330). 
 
 B. 2018-2019 Faculty Senate Meeting schedule was shared with Senators 
 



Faculty Senate Minutes – September 2018 
Page 4 

 
 
 

 C. Volunteer are needed to serve on the following standing committees:  FAC, AAC,  
 FASC, Constitution, and Elections.  Interested parties should contact President  
 Infanger. 
 

D. Final Faculty Senate Strategic Planning Session will be Thursday, Sept. 20th from 
3:30-4:30pm in Collier Library classroom 120. 

 
IX.  Adjourn 
 
 Senator Loeppky made the motion to adjourn.  Senator Stovall seconded the motion.  The  
 meeting adjourned at 4:24pm. 
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