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  FACULTY SENATE MINUTES 
September 7, 2017 

  
Call to order:  A regular meeting of the Faculty Senate of the University of North Alabama was 
held in room 330 of the University Commons on September 7, 2017. The meeting convened at 
3:30pm. with President Dan Hallock presiding. 
 
Proxies: President Hallock recognized the following proxies: Anthony Crisaful for Suzanne Duvall-
Zurinsky (Department of Art) and Ansley Quiros for George Makowski (Department of History) 
 
Members in attendance: Rae Atencio, David Brommer, Lisa Clayton, Amanda Coffman, 
Katherine Crisler, Wes Davenport, Nikita Duke, Sarah Franklin, Leah Graham, Mark Greer, Dan 
Hallock, Felecia Harris, Scott Infanger, Keith Jones, Ian Loeppky, Glenn Marvin, John McGee, 
Rachel McKelvey, Janet McMullen  Prema Monteiro, Michelle Nelson, Katie Owens-Murphy, 
Jeffrey Ray, Alaina Reid, Lee Renfroe, Craig Robertson, Patricia Roden, David Ruebhausen, Leigh 
Stanfield, Richard Statom, Daniel Stevens, Jessica Stovall, Alexander Takeuchi, Jason Watson, Pete 
Williams, Tammy Winner, Rachel Winston, and Ryan Zayac. President Kitts and Vice President 
Alexander were also in attendance. 
 
Members not in attendance (without proxy): Karen Townsend 
 
Approval of agenda: Senator Renfroe moved approval of the agenda. Senator Statom seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed. 
 
Approval of minutes: Senator Zayac moved approval of the minutes of the May 4, 2017 meeting.  
Senator Renfroe seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 
Remarks from President Kitts: President Kitts first remarked on fall semester enrollment trends 
noting that the official census date is September 15th.  From his review of the most recent data, 
UNA should be within 100 students of fall 2016 semester enrollment.  Speaking next to the 
circulated statement regarding children/family in the workplace environment, this issue came to the 
attention of the Executive Council in June, 2017 at the request of a supervisor.  Human Resources 
determined that UNA did not have clear policy addressing this issue.  The Executive Council drafted 
a statement and after it was released concerns were raised that the statement lacked “common-
sense” provisions and exemptions and appeared to have been presented as official policy.  President 
Kitts made clear that the statement was not institutional policy and in July he requested that the 
statement be moved through Shared Governance.  He stressed that Shared Governance work with 
Amber Fite-Morgan so she may help the assigned committee with legal liabilities related to any 
future policy.  President Kitts then addressed the two recent Title IX cases involving UNA.  He 
reiterated that his remarks at the August 22nd joint faculty/staff meeting related to the “Jane Doe” 
lawsuit are posted to 
https://www.una.edu/administration/docs/PresidentialCommunique.082217.pdf and reflect 
accurately on UNA’s response to that case.  Regarding the more recent case involving a former 
UNA Athletic Trainer, President Kitts communicated that UNA could not publicly address the case 
while it was conducting its own investigation and while cooperating with the District Attorney’s 
investigation.  President Kitts noted his openness to meeting with student representatives, faculty 
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and staff with concerns regarding these two cases.  Finally President Kitts reinforced the date and 
speaker (Mr. Prentice Chandler) for this year’s Fall Convocation.     
 
Remarks from Vice-President Alexander: Dr. Alexander remarked that his prior roles in higher 
education had placed him in contexts with Faculty Senates and Shared Governance systems and that 
he is committed to working with both bodies here at UNA.  He recognized that there are numerous 
shared interests between administration, faculty and staff and he was committed to addressing those.  
He specifically mentioned issues of student/course evaluations and evaluations of administrators.  
Dr. Alexander closed his comments by opening the floor to questions.  There were no questions. 
 
Reports: 
 

Academic Affairs Committee: no report was given. 
 
Faculty Affairs Committee: no report was given. 
 
Faculty Attitude Survey Committee: no report was given.  
 

Unfinished Business: 
 

Section 3.15.1 and Appendix 3D of Faculty – Course Evaluation: 
 
Senator Infanger moved to approve changes to the Faculty Handbook, Section 3.15.1.  
Senator Statom seconded the motion. The motion failed with no opposing votes. (See 
Attachment A.) 
 

New Business: 
 

Appointment of new member to the Academic and Student Affairs Committee for a 
one year appointment (replacing Dr. Rob Koch): 
 
Senator Loeppky nominated Senator Daniel Stevens.  Senator Infanger seconded the 
motion. The motion passed. 
 
Vote to release, improve, and increase use and feedback for the yearly Faculty 
Attitude Survey: 
 
President Hallock discussed the need to improve utility of the Faculty Attitude Survey 
stressing the involvement of Faculty Senate and other parties as well as enhancing the 
integrity of the actual data collection. 
 
Senator Zayac moved to release the results of the 2016-2017 Faculty Attitude Survey Results. 
Senator Statom seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
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Revision to Section 2.5.3 of the Faculty Handbook – Department Chairs Applying for 
Promotion and/or Tenure. 
 
Senator Statom moved to approve the proposed revision to Section 2.5.3 of the Faculty 
Handbook involving Department Chairs Applying for Promotion and/or Tenure.  Senator 
Greer seconded the motion. The motion passed. (see Attachment B.) 
 
Revision to Section 2.5.4 of the Faculty Handbook – Renewal or Termination of a 
Probationary Appointment. 
 
Senator Statom moved to approve the proposed revision to Section 2.5.4 of the Faculty 
Handbook involving Renewal or Termination of a Probationary Appointment. Senator 
Infanger seconded the motion. The motion passed with one vote against. (see Attachment 
C.) 
 
Revision to Section 3.3.3 of the Faculty Handbook – Curriculum Development. 
 
Senator Statom moved to approve the proposed revision to Section 3.3.3 of the Faculty 
Handbook in order to clarify language related to the 15 working day comment period for 
new degree program proposals. Senator Infanger seconded the motion. The motion passed 
(see Attachment D.) 
 
Revision to Appendix 2F of the Faculty Handbook – Application for Promotion 
and/or Tenure. 
 
Senator Zayac moved to approve the proposed revision to Appendix 2F of the Faculty 
Handbook – Application for Promotion and/or Tenure to align the application form to the 
policy under which a faculty member applies for promotion and/or tenure. Senator Graham 
seconded the motion. The motion passed. (see Attachment E.) 
 
Revision to Appendix 2G of the Faculty Handbook – streamlining of forms used for 
the Promotion and/or Tenure process. 
 
Senator Stovall moved to postpone consideration of the newly developed Appendix 2G 
form for evaluation of faculty applications for promotion and tenure. Senator Statom 
seconded the motion. The motion to postpone passed. (see Attachment F.) 
 

Information Items: 
 
 No information items were introduced. 
 
Adjournment: Senator Statom moved adjournment. Senator Roden seconded the motion. The 
motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 5:00p.m.  
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Attachment B
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